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before ibe ninety-fifth Congress was to vote on eslafelish- 
rt.ont of the Select Committee for the life of t.iat Congress, 
oVuntil the end of 197S, a poll was taken of the Congress 
bv those members who favored the investigation. Icey 
discovered that the establishing resolution wou.d de- 
feated as long as Richard Sprague was counsel, if ne 
resigned, it was determined, the resolution wou.d barely 
pass! Sprague, saying that he had not come to Washington 
to prevent an investigation into the two murders, resigned. 
The resolution barely passed, and only after the commit- 
tee's chairman on the floor during the^ debate assured the 
members, in answering heated inquiries, that Sprague 
would not be hired in any capacity. 

The intelligence organizations had won an important, 
although partial, victory. There was to be a committee, 
there would be an investigation- — but tue investigator n* 
been removed. Only the inexorable passage of time and . 
events would reveal how much damage had been done to 
the integrity of the investigation. 

As these words are being written in Tennessee, hard by 
the Bni'hv Mountain Penitentiary, in Petros, where Tames 
Earl Rav is incarcerated for a crime that newly discovered 
evidence suggests he did not commit, I. have learned mat 
the FBI has refused to make any of its files and docu- 
ments available to the Select Committee. „ 

Following tbe publication of Code Name " Zorro last 
spring. James Earl Ray told me that it was tue first cook 
on the subject that did not distort the facts about him. His 
confidence in my work as an investigator led aim to con- 
sider asking me to represent him. He had a, ready fired 
Bernard Fensterwald, James Lesar, and their investigator, 
Harold Weisberg, who in seven long years bad failed to 
..cure a trial for their client and failed, as well, 1 bcje.e, 
to* uncover significant new evidence in the case. Alter 
Lesar had been fired, he continued to write to the Select 
Committee stating that his client, James Earl Ray, wou.d 
not testify before that body, fn subsequent meetings with 
Ray, I urged him to consider testifying before tne comrai.- 

16 Following Sprague’s induced resignation, the Select 
p.- — , r - be can io founder. Ray had slrshviy asrscu *.o 


testify before tbe committee and he was impre-'-o 
Sprague. He fett tnai u ^ 




The Epilogue also serves to bring tin: reader up to date 
by discussing other significant events relative to the assas- 
sination and its investigation, which occurred subsequent 
to the original publication of this book in its hardcover 



Quotation fiorn “Letter from Bimjfngliam Jail," abridged from 
pj>. V7, 7S, 83-3-1, 02, 100 of “Letter Frui.t Ilinningliiini 
Jail" — April 1C, 1983— in Why We Can't Wait by Martin 
Luther King, Jr., copyright © 1003 by Marlin Luther King, Jr. 
By pennissicn ol Harper tc Row, I’ubliihtis, Lie. 

"1 H a vo a Dream," by Muiiin Lutlier King, Jr., copyright 
© 1863 by Maitia Luther King, Jr., reprinted by I'ltnniasion 
of Joan Daves. 

Quotation from “I've Been to the Momitaintop," by Martin 
Lutlier King, Jr., copyright © 1068 by the Estate of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., K-juint.-d by permission of Joan Daves. 
Quotation from “The Drum Major Instinct," by Martin Lutlier 
King, Jr., copyright ■© 1968 by Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Estate, reprinted by permission of Joan Daves. 

Eulogy of Dr. Martin Luthur King, Jr., Atlanta, Georgia, 

April 9, 186S, by Benjamin E. Mays, reprinted by permission 
of Charles Scribner's Sons from Dorn to Rebel; .An Auto~ 
biography, by Benjamin E. Mays, copyright © 1971 by 
Benjamin 12. Mays. 


POCKET BOOKS, a Simon & Schuster division of 

GULF Sr WESTERN CORPORATION 

1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020 


y right © 1977 by Mark I.ruie and Dick Giegory, Preface 
. Epilogue copyright © 1978 by Mark Lane and Dick Gregory 

••.died by arrangement with 1’rentice-llaH, Inc. 

..iy of Congress Catalog Caul Number: 77—14-18 

thrills reserved, including the rigid to reproduce this book or portions 
•;;£ in any form whatsoever. For information address Prcnticc-Hall, 
, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632 

,D.\'i 0-671-31167-3 

Pocket BouJj printing April, 1978 

.1.- marks registered ia die United States and other countries. 

• i.tcd in die U.S.A. 



CODE NAME “ZORRO" 339 

before the ninety-filth Congress was to vote on establish- 
ment of the Select Committee for the life of that Congress, 
or until the end of 1978, a poll was taken of the Congress 
by those members who favored the investigation. They 
discovered that the establishing resolution would be de- 
feated as long as Richard Sprague was counsel. If he 
resigned, it was determined, ihe resolution would barely 
pass. Sprague, saying that he had not come to Washington 
to prevent an investigation into the two murders, resigned. 
The resolution barely passed, and only after the commit- 
tee’s chairman on the floor during the debate assured the 
members, in answering heated inquiries, that Sprague 
would not be hired in any capacity. 

The intelligence organizations had won an important, 
although partial, victory. There was to be a committee, 
there would be an investigation- — but the investigator had 
been removed. Only the inexorable passage of time and 
events would reveal how much damage had been done to 
the integrity of the investigation. 

As these words are being written in Tennessee, hard by 
the Brushy Mountain Penitentiary, in Petros, where James 
Earl Ray is incarcerated for a crime that newly discovered 
evidence suggests he did not commit, 1 have learned that 
the FBI has refused to make any of its files and docu- 
ments available to the Select Committee. 

Following the publication of Code Name “ Zorro ” last 
spring, James Earl Ray told me that it was tiro first book 
on the subject that did not distort the facts about him. His 
confidence in my work as an investigator led him to con- 
sider asking me to represent him. lie had already fire<t 
Be man! Fensterwald, J antes Les ar»-JUld-lhfiir iny & ilifcalQr, 

I la told We isberg, who in seven long years had faitec LlQ 
“secure a Dial for t h e i r e ! ieuLitfid AYtdL-1- UsilLiYj» 
to" uncov er__si gnificat) t n ew evi dence in the c ase. After 
t.esar had been fired, he continued to write to the Select 
Committee stating that his client, James Earl Ray, would 
not testify before that body. In subsequent meetings with 
Ray, I urged him to consider testifying before the commit- 
tee. 

Following Sprague’s induced resignation, the Select 
Committee began to founder. Ray had already agreed to 
testify before the committee and he was impressed by 
Sprague. Me felt that if Sprague were able to secure the 
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